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Abstract

The Basic Act on Children defines “child” as “a person in the process of physical and mental development” and does not uniformly
divide the term at the age of 18 or 20. This has created a research agenda to explore seamless and integrated policies for children from
infancy to adulthood, incdluding students, adolescents, and young people after the age of 18. This report examines the background and
characteristics of the debate on gradual free education from the 212th Diet session in 2023 to the 213th Diet session in 2024, using the
Diet Proceedings Search System, based on the policy trends in the past year. The results show that all political parties/factions have
proposed some kind of free education policy, and that the Japanese government is of the view that reducing the burden of private
expenses for higher education is important for both guaranteeing rights and combating the declining birthrate.

Keywords: countermeasures against declining birthrate in another dimension, Basic Act on Children, Children's Future Strategy,
Acceleration Plan, free education/ free higher education
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